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NORTHERN SUBURBS RAIL LINE EXTENSION 
Grievance 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler) [9.23 am]: I rise to grieve to the Minister for Transport about the 
Barnett government’s complete betrayal of the people of Yanchep and Alkimos and the electors of the district of 
Butler over its decision to cancel the works on the northern extension of the rail line to Yanchep. This is worse 
than the Ellenbrook betrayal because this was not a promise made in the heat of an election campaign. No, it was 
government policy to complete that line to Yanchep by 2020 as a transformational project for Perth. On 14 July 
2011, the then Minister for Transport and Treasurer publicly announced — 

“Our two key transformational projects to redefine travel and development patterns are the extension of 
the Northern Suburbs Railway to Yanchep and a light rail from Mirrabooka to the CBD. 

“The extension of the … line north to Yanchep will support the development of the 
Yanchep City Centre, with a station at its centre, and the fast-tracking of this … will provide developers 
with the certainty they need to proceed with higher density development. 

… 

Mr Buswell said the Government would use $11million allocated in the 2011–12 … Budget to progress 
planning for the three priority projects. 

That was therefore not an election promise; that was government policy. That government policy was settled 
after the 2008 election when, we might recall, preliminary work had already commenced on the Butler rail 
extension from Clarkson to Butler. The Premier announced that all rail projects would be frozen, including the 
Butler extension, while the government conducted a review of where we were going for the next 20 years. There 
was an outcry in the electorate of Butler because people had been told that preliminary works had already 
commenced. But what was telling was the attitude of Mr Nigel Satterley, with whom I had a conversation. He 
said to me, “Mr Buswell has only just been elected to office and he’s going to come to one realisation; that is, the 
biggest landholder out there in Butler is LandCorp and LandCorp, which I’m in joint venture with, are not going 
to be able to sell the blocks unless they go ahead with the rail that’s already commenced. Western Australian 
taxpayers will be denied this income stream.” Protests were held by the local community decrying the 
government’s betrayal of the people of Butler, but what really turned the issue for the government was one of 
economic sense. So the government announced that it would continue with the project developed by the 
Labor government, but it did one thing: it cancelled the Butler station. All the suburbs around there had been 
planned as a transport-oriented development with five-metre frontages. The government cancelled that station 
where it had allowed for the big car park and proceeded to rename the Brighton station Butler. There was no 
parking at Butler, so the government two years ago leased land from the Satterley Property Group for 10 years to 
provide car parks. That is what the minister referred to in this chamber the other day when he said that there will 
be 700 or 900 car parks provided. He did not tell the house that the car park will be sitting on leased land and the 
lease runs out in eight years. 

The independent body that was asked to look at this for the government comprised not politicians, but the 
following people: Stuart Hicks, transport policy and strategy expert; Reece Waldock, director general of 
Transport; Eric Lumsden, director general of Planning; Mark Burgess, managing director of the 
Public Transport Authority; Menno Henneveld, managing director of Main Roads; Anthony Kannis, executive 
director of infrastructure and finance at the Department of Treasury and Finance; Neil Smith, bus industry 
expert; Fred Affleck, rail industry expert; and Howard Croxon from the transport industry. They examined all 
the transport needs of Perth and what did they come out and recommend? That group recommended that the 
government look at this in two stages. The first stage was the most important projects, which the government 
called transformation projects; that is, projects that can be implemented to provide a network of rapid transit 
services across Perth before 2020. Before 2020! What was the first transformational project? The northern 
suburbs rail extension, which was committed to extend the northern line to Butler. Extending north to Yanchep 
would support the development of the Yanchep city centre with the station precinct at its centre. Future 
developments between Butler and Yanchep would lead to future stations potentially at Alkimos and Eglinton. 
The early development of this line would provide the developers with the certainty required to develop higher 
density, particularly around the train station, within a walkable catchment of services. It would support a much 
more sustainable form of urban development with significantly lower levels of car use. 

What was significant for the committee and for everyone who has ever looked at this matter is that Yanchep will 
become bigger than Joondalup. Yanchep will be one of the major employment centres in the metropolitan area. 
I know that you know this, Mr Speaker. I know that the member for Swan Hills knows this because we both had 
the pleasure of attending the Tokyu boardroom in Japan earlier this year. Of course, Tokyu is the company that 
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owns all the land at Yanchep. It has been in there for the long hall. Tokyu has been there since it bought the land 
off Bond years and years ago. Together with the WA Planning Commission, it has already planned the city 
centre of Yanchep. The Department of Transport report states that this line of about 11 kilometres—even if we 
double the current prices—would come in at about $400 million. The committee further stated that the capacity 
is there to get forward funding from the developers who are out there because they will benefit by the increase in 
land prices. I know that the Tokyu Corporation has been standing by ready to negotiate with the government on 
forward funding. This will be a huge employment centre, which has now been put off for at least 10 years. In the 
weasel-worded, mealy-mouthed answer the other day, the Minister for Transport said that the government had 
not cancelled it—that it will do it sometime after the airport link project, or sometime after the 
Metro Area Express development. A decent transport minister such as Alannah MacTiernen could chew gum 
and walk. She built the Mandurah line, the Clarkson extension  and the Thornlie extension at the same time. 
Get on with Yanchep! 

MR D.C. NALDER (Alfred Cove — Minister for Transport) [9.31 am]: I thank the member for the 
opportunity to respond to this matter and to correct some of the mistruths that have been perpetuated. Yanchep 
remains a priority for this government and an important part of our plans to provide for the transport needs of 
current and future generations of Western Australians. Let me be clear, the extension of the Yanchep line is 
a priority for this government. The opposition’s talk of a cancellation is pure fiction. Planning for Yanchep 
continues. 

Point of Order 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: I understand that standing orders require that ministers do not read their speeches and 
I wonder whether you can direct the minister not to read his speech. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you for pointing that out. 

Grievance Resumed 

Mr D.C. NALDER: This planning is backed up by a commitment in the 2012–13 budget to undertake three 
major planning studies to extend the urban passenger rail network. Thus far, around $1.5 million has been spent 
on planning for the line extension. The government has been working productively with the landowners in the 
northern coastal region since the late 1990s on the development of Yanchep. As a result, the developers have 
ceded land needed for strategic transport routes, including that for the extension of Marmion Avenue to 
Yanchep, the route for the future railway and the future extension of the Mitchell Freeway, as well as land on the 
coast as an environmental offset. I recently met with the developer and reiterated our support for this project. 
The government is extremely appreciative of its cooperation and generous approaches. 

When a government is doing as much as we are in the delivery of public transport, it is important to manage 
these priorities sensibly. We made a decision that it is time that a government finally made the decision to 
deliver an airport rail link, but we continue to also deliver for the rest of this city. A case in point is the extension 
of the Joondalup train line to Butler that will open on Sunday, 21 September. This $220 million investment was 
delivered on time and under budget. We will now focus on delivering the freeway into the member’s electorate. 
This is what we hear is important to the member’s community. The Butler rail project involves an approximately 
7.5 kilometre extension of the Joondalup train line from the Clarkson station to a new station in the growing 
community of Butler. It is expected that this new station will see approximately 2 000 daily boardings by people 
commuting to work in the city or in other centres like Joondalup or even Mandurah. The Butler station itself 
features parking for 930 cars and a bus interchange. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition and Deputy Premier, would you like to have your conversation 
outside? 

Mr M. McGowan: No. 

The SPEAKER: Well then keep quiet; thank you. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: The commencement of new train services will also see a change to the bus network through 
the northern coastal corridor, which will see the introduction of 11 new buses specifically purchased as part of 
this project and modifications to existing bus routes so that they feed into the Butler station and allow for simple 
and efficient transfer to train services. We are also introducing a new bus route, route 491, for residents in 
Two Rocks and Yanchep. This will relieve pressure at Clarkson station, and it is expected that catching public 
transport will be a more viable alternative for people driving to work on or via the Mitchell Freeway. 

The opposition knows we are making a difference and it is starting to get desperate. Its members are willing to 
say or do anything to distract from the fact — 
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Mr J.R. Quigley interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Butler, you have had your chance. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: Members opposite are willing to say and do anything to distract people from the fact that 
we are — 

Dr A.D. Buti: This is a grievance. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you very much for reminding us. I call you to order for the first time, member for 
Armadale. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: They are willing to say or do anything to distract people from the fact that we are 
delivering today where they have failed to act. The Yanchep project remains a priority — 

Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Armadale, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: The Yanchep project remains a priority and, as stated previously, we anticipate this to be 
a committed project within the next decade. Right at the end point of his grievance, the member for Butler 
started to talk about the delivery of the Mandurah rail service. Let me assure people, when Mandurah was 
delivered, members opposite failed to deliver car parking, failed to deliver on all of the stations, and failed to 
even deliver the trains needed to run on this rail. This government is making sure — 

Several members interjected 

The SPEAKER: Member for Butler, I call you to order for the first time, and the member for Cannington for the 
first time. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: This government is making sure that we plan properly for the complete delivery of public 
transport solutions to all people within the community of Perth. 
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